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Commission members in attendance: 

Scott Kirkpatrick, Chairman 

James H. Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 

Karen Gautreaux, Department of Environmental Quality 

Zahir "Bo" Bolourchi, DOTD -  Water Resources  

Darwin Knochenmus, Capital Area Groundwater Commission 

Richard Durrett, Sparta Ground Water Conservation 

John Roussel, Assistant Secretary Wildlife & Fisheries 

Linda Walker, League of Women Voters  

Len Bahr, Governor's Office of Coastal Activities   

Jackie Loewer, Chicot Aquifer 

Karen Irion, Department of Health and Hospitals  

Brad Spicer, Louisiana Agriculture & Forestry 

Mike Bourgeois, Louisiana Landowners Association 

Fulbert Namwamba, Geologist/Engineer 
 
 
Call to Order – Governor’s Office 
Mr. Kirkpatrick began the meeting by stating his position in the Governor’s Office and 
welcoming all in attendance. 
 
Ground Water Staff Activities 
Mr. Duplechin gave an overview of the staff’s activities since the last meeting and reviewed 
proposed language for rules pertaining to large volume wells and regional water resources 
advisory groups. 
 
Old Business 
Mr. Duplechin gave a short presentation on the draft order Sparta Critical Ground Water Area 
Designation, answered questions concerning any possible amendments to the draft order and 
explained where and when the public hearings are scheduled. 
 
New Business 
Mr. Timothy Duex and Mr. Don Broussard gave an update regarding the Chicot Aquifer 
Stakeholder Group. 
 
Comments 
Buck Vandersteen asked for clarification of what effect a critical ground water area designation 
would have on existing wells.   Ann Pettit asked about the possibility of restrictions on wells 
located outside the critical ground water area in cases where those wells would have a 
detrimental effect on wells within the critical area.  Randy Lanctot voiced concern over the 



recent proliferation of plans for so-called reservoirs across the state, questioning whether or not 
they would be able to perform as such.  Harold Leleux voiced concerns about the recharge 
areas of the Chicot Aquifer and other aquifers, and whether or not the Commission has 
resources to do some development of recharge for the aquifers. 
 
Schedule for the next Meeting 
The next Ground Water Resources Commission meeting is tentatively scheduled for either the 
last week in October or the first week in November.  The meeting will be held in the 
Conservation and Mineral Resources Hearing Room (LaBelle) in the LaSalle Building; 617 
North Third Street; Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70802. 
 
Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 


